Pomancbki Ta repmaHCbKi MOBU

UDC 811.111: 808.5: 81737
DOI https://doi.org/10.32782/2710-4656/2025.3.1/26

Talavira N. M.
Kyiv National Linguistic University

TRUMP 2017 VS TRUMP 2025: COMPARING TWO INAUGURAL

ADDRESSES

The paper focuses on analyzing two inaugural speeches by President Donald Trump, which he
gave in 2017 and 2025. The inaugural is regarded as the first chance for the newly elected leader to
present themselves, highlight their agenda, and unite the electorate despite their personal choices.
The speaker addresses the basic concepts of the audience’s worldview. The concept as a cognitive
representation of our mental code is verbalized by morphosyntactic constructions, i.e., prefabricated
pairings of form, meaning, and function. The aim of the research is to establish morphosyntactic
constructions encoding basic concepts of the inaugural speeches. The analysis has shown that there
are identical concepts of RENEWAL and UNITY, synonymic CALAMITY and CRISIS, and two vary-
ing PATRITISM in 2017 address and SUCCESS in 2025 speech. The verbalization of the synonymic
concepts CALAMITY and CRISIS differs in encoding their structural components: in the first inaugu-
ral predominate pairings representing the perceptual level of the concept of CALAMITY designating
the problems of an American family, while in the 2025 speech most pairings verbalize the notional
component of the CRISIS concept underscoring the dire situation in the governmental activities. The
RENEWAL concept is highlighted as a promise to overcome all the difficulties of ordinary Ameri-
cans in the 2017 inaugural and the renovation of the core American values in the 2025 address. The
identical concept of UNITY is represented by similar constructions in both speeches, indicating col-
laboration and integrity. The concept of PATRIOTISM in 2017 inaugural is represented by the pair-
ings designating loyalty towards everything connected with the USA. The SUCCESS concept in 2025

address is encoded by the constructions naming possible achievements of the nation.
Key words: morphosyntactic construction, concept, public speech, inaugural address, Donald

Trump.

Statement of the problem. The current news
texts, features and publications in various social
media focus their attention on the personality of Don-
ald Trump, his statements, evaluation of the latest
events, proclamations and reactions to any comment.
His actions cause various responses ranging from a
smile, a grin, a detest, and up to the stock market’s
turmoil. His persona has been researched by many lin-
guists focusing on his populism [16, p. 400], attitude
to immigrants [1; 13, p. 12], racial ramifications of
his actions [18, p. 15], his relations with other world
leaders [15, p. 95], rhetorical strategies he uses in his
public addresses [11, p. 385; 17, p. 150]. It seems
natural and topical to take an interest in his speeches,
their composition, topics and linguistic units used to
designate the ideas. In our scope of attention are his
inaugural addresses, which he gave in 2017 as a new-
comer to politics [19] and in 2025 as a well-known
statesman [20].

Analysis of recent research and publications.
The inaugural address is a “unidirectional speech
presented by the president to the audience,” mark-
ing the beginning of a new head of state’s term in

office: the president begins to “enact the presiden-
tial role” [2, p. 42]. Giving their speech to the nation
and, in fact, the whole world, the speaker discloses
their vision of the future of the state and global issues
[3, p. 233], imposing their viewpoints and encour-
aging other leaders and nations to take action and
support American position [22, p. 276], stimulating
consensus in the USA, and endeavouring to secure
national unity [8, p. 18].

Since the inaugural address is not only a speech
act, but also a political one, much attention is paid to
its content: it is seen as a coded message about the
history of the country’s development [2, p. 42], repre-
senting the leader’s political position and ideological
attitudes. The address is supposed to “rehearse com-
mon values drawn from the past” [14, p. 72], a reflec-
tion of the standpoint of not only the President but
also the citizens, an appeal to the basic concepts of
their worldview, providing for the cognitive orienta-
tion of an individual or a community [9, p. 3].

The research is grounded on the linguistic concep-
tual approach combining the analysis of concepts with
the application of morphosyntactic constructions.
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Concepts, i.e. discrete cognitive representations and
basic units of the human mental code [6], are closely
related to the culture of a people. Any concept is the
result of human activity and carries information about
objects, phenomena, and events [5, p. 530], designates
fragments of experience, and is formed on the basis
of sensory expertise, mental activity, as well as verbal
or non-verbal communication [ibid]. It belongs to our
conscience, is determined by culture and is objectiv-
ized in speech.

At the same time, the content of the concept ‘is
constantly enriched due to the emergence of new fea-
tures’ [6]. The most stable and permanent concepts,
which have a special significance for the national cul-
ture, are called basic concepts.

In speech concepts are encoded by a lexeme, word
combination, idiom, syntactic pattern and even text.
One of the means of their verbalization is morpho-
syntactic constructions, regarded as pairings of form,
meaning, and function [7, p. 7; 10]. The effectiveness
of applying morphosyntactic constructions rests on
the fact that they are kept in a fixed form in long-
term memory demanding less cognitive efforts during
the choice of the necessary linguistic unit to verbalize
any concept. Moreover, morphosyntactic construc-
tions range from morphemes to idioms and to various
syntactic patterns [21, p. 11].

Task statement. Thus, the aim of the paper is to
identify the constructions verbalizing basic concepts
embedded in both inaugurals by Donald Trump. The
tasks of the research are to single out concepts con-
struing the core ideas of the inaugural addresses,
establish constructions encoding basic concepts of
each speech; compare the verbalization of basic con-
cepts in two inaugurals.

The investigation presupposes three stages of ana-
lyzing inaugural addresses: selective, textual, and
contrastive.

The selective stage presupposes the identifica-
tion of the basic concepts of each speech by study-
ing the recurrence of constructions used in the intro-
duction to the address that contains the core ideas of
the President. The frequency of the units ‘a thrilling
new era’, ‘Our safety will be restored’, ‘The scales
of justice will be rebalanced’, ‘Our sovereignty will
be reclaimed’ [19] points to the key status of new and
renovate-constructions that verbalize the basic con-
cept of RENEWAL in Donald Trump’s 2017 inaugu-
ral.

The textual stage aims at establishing means of
encoding the basic concepts in the speech body via
continuous sampling of morphosyntactic construc-
tions relating to the key constructions, which are the
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most relevant pairings, used in the introduction. We
identify the structural levels of each basic concept,
expressed by constructions. As is known, concepts
have three components: perceptual, based on senso-
motor experience, notional, resting on its definition
and description, and evaluative representing proper-
ties relevant to the entire language community.

The contrastive stage of the investigation concerns
the study of the selected constructions in the two
inaugural addresses to establish patterns verbalizing
structural components of basic concepts.

Outline of the main material of the study. The
analysis of the two inaugural addresses shows that
they code both identical and different basic concepts.
The concepts of the 2017 inaugural include CALAM-
ITY, RENEWAL, UNITY and PATRIOTISM. The
concepts of the 2025 inaugural encompass CRISIS,
RENEWAL, UNITY, and SUCCESS.

As you see, inaugurals refer to identical
RENEWAL and UNITY concepts; CALAMITY and
CRISIS are similar as they denote negative effects on
people and the country, underscoring a lot of dam-
age and suffering in case of CALAMITY and severe
problems, pinpointed by the concept of CRISIS. The
varying concepts are PATRIOTISM in 2017 inaugu-
ral and SUCCESS in 2025, but still, they reflect the
values of American society.

First, let’s focus on the two similar concepts:
CALAMITY and CRISIS because they are encoded
at the beginning of the speech body as the President
started with the criticism of the previous administra-
tion.

According to the definition, the concept of
CALAMITY reflects ‘a terrible and unexpected event
that results in a lot of damage or suffering’ [12]; ‘a
disaster or misfortune, esp. one causing extreme
havoc, distress, or misery’ [4]. In 2017 inaugural, the
notional component of the CALAMITY concept is
encoded by constructions, designating damage to the
key spheres of the economy, e.g. at the expense of
American industry, infrastructure has fallen into dis-
repair and decay, face challenges, army, e.g. deple-
tion of our military, security, e.g. crime and gangs
and drugs.

The perceptual level of the CALAMITY concept,
connected with sight, hearing, touch, names objects
that are destroyed or severely damaged, those refer-
ents that people come across in their daily life, e.g.,
rusted-out factories, the jobs left, struggling families.

The evaluative component is evoked by construc-
tions, denoting destruction of self-esteem, e.g. confi-
dence of our country has disappeared, private prop-
erty, e.g. wealth of our middle class has been ripped,
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general disaster, concerning all spheres of life, e.g.
American carnage.

The CRISIS concept in 2025 inaugural indicates ‘a
situation in which something or someone is affected
by one or more very serious problems’ [4]; a period
of great difficulty, danger, or uncertainty, especially
in politics or economics [12], thus representing less
danger than calamity. The perceptual component is
not widely represented, describing only the recent
dangers, e.g. [fires] raging through the houses, even
affecting some of the wealthiest, natural disasters,
e.g., suffering from a hurricane [20].

The notional component of the CRISIS concept
predominates in the 2025 speech as the President
storms about the inability of the former administra-
tion to carry out its duties. This level of the CRISIS
concept is expressed by 12 constructions, designat-
ing dangerous situations in all possible spheres, e.g.,
can no longer deliver basic services, inflation crisis,
corrupt establishment, face challenges, a government
that cannot manage even a simple crisis, devastating
crime [20].

The evaluative level of the concept reflects dan-
gers to principles of the American society, e.g. a cri-
sis of trust, extracted wealth from our citizens [20].

As we can see, in the first inaugural Donald
Trump focuses on the sensorimotor reflection of the
CALAMITY concept, underscoring catastrophic
issues close to the target audience, repeating several
times the absence of the bare necessities, while in the
second inaugural he encodes the concept of CRISIS
as danger to the executive power of the country, the
pillars of the society, criticizing harshly the previ-
ous administration. The perceptual component is
more widely represented in the first inaugural. Still,
an interesting case is the construction even affecting
some of the wealthiest, as the first speech was tar-
geted at ordinary Americans, and in the second one,
the President views their misfortune on par with the
richest citizens.

The concept of RENEWAL reflects ‘an activity,
situation, or process that begins again after a period
when it had stopped’ [12]; a process in which some-
thing improves or is improved after being in a bad
condition [4]; when a company, economy, area, etc.,
is changed and improved. So, the perceptual level of
the concept RENEWAL is represented by construc-
tions naming specific objects that are repaired or cre-
ated anew. The notional component of the concept
is coded by pairings representing improvements in
various sectors of the economy, organizations and
companies. The evaluative component of the concept
reflects basic principles and values of the society.

In his first inaugural address, Donald Trump uses
12 out of 22 constructions activating the perceptual
level of the RENEWAL concept to appeal to the
basic needs of ordinary Americans, as he came to
power with a promise to radically change the entire
establishment. The pairings indicate return of work-
places, e.g., bring back our jobs, security, bring back
our borders, new infrastructure facilities, build new
roads, and bridges, and airports. The notional com-
ponent is designated by 3 constructions that denote
new legal proclamations of the president, e.g. issue
a new decree, restoration of relation with allies, e.g.,
reinforce old alliances. The evaluative component is
encoded by constructions, marking the return to the
previous state, e.g., rediscover our loyalty to each
other, the people became the rulers of this nation
again, the appearance of new values, e.g. a new
national pride.

The second inaugural is dominated by construc-
tions implementing the evaluative component of
the RENEWAL concept in all aspects. The pairings
denote the return of hope, prosperity and peace, e.g.,
bring back prosperity and peace, freedom of speech,
e.g., bring back free speech, respect for the state,
e.g., America will be respected again, the Ameri-
can dream, which embodies all their ideals, e.g., the
American dream will soon be back. The construc-
tions emphasize the restoration of national dignity
after damage, e.g., rebuild the nation, independence,
e.g., sovereignty will be reclaimed, rule of law, e.g.,
restore fair, equal, and impartial justice. In addition,
the structures reflect the emergence of new entities:
national success, e.g., a thrilling new era of success,
a new sense of unity, e.g., bring a new spirit of unity,
bringing American values in new lands, e.g., carry
our flag into new horizons.

The notional and evaluative levels of the
RENEWAL concept are represented by the same num-
ber of constructions (4 each). The notional compo-
nent is encoded by the pairings denoting the revitaliz-
ing policies, e.g., restore the competence of America's
government, restore competence and effectiveness to
our federal government, as well as the emergence of
new agencies for the effective work of the govern-
ment, e.g., establish the brand-new Department of
Government Efficiency.

The representation of the perceptual component
of the concept RENEWAL is based on constructions
designating the restoration of the automobile industry,
e.g., build automobiles in America again, returning
ordinary Americans to their jobs, e.g., reinstate any
service members, changing the names of geographi-
cal objects, e.g., restore the name of a great president,
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William McKinley, to Mount McKinley. In general, in
the first inaugural the perceptual component of the
concept of RENEWAL predominates. In contrast, in
the second address, the President focuses on revital-
izing the values of American society.

If we look at the constructions, we can clearly see
that 9 new-constructions predominate in the 2017
inaugural, followed by 5 redo pairing and -back struc-
tures. The second inaugural contains 13 redo units,
7 back-construction, 6 new-constructions and 6 again-
pairings. So, in the first speech the president under-
scored innovations in the life of the country, while
in the second address he focused on the return to the
policies and values in the country under his rule.

The other two concepts don’t represent significant
differences. The identical basic concept of UNITY is
mainly embodied by unity-constructions, e.g. live in
unity [19], America is united [19], a spirit of unity
[20], national unity [20], nation is rapidly unify-
ing [20]. The predominance of such pairings can be
explained by the necessity to underscore the integ-
rity of the people, their collaboration, and collective
action, notwithstanding the election results.

PATRIOTISM concept is verbalized as doing
everything for the country by constructions America
First, Buy American in 2017 inaugural.

The concept of SUCCESS in 2025 speech indi-
cates possible outstanding achievement of the coun-
try and its citizens and prosperity in all spheres by the

pairings golden age, unrelenting success, our country
will flourish, nation s glorious destiny.

Conclusions. Linguistic conceptual approach to
analyzing public speeches helps to successfully iden-
tify recurring constructions capturing core ideas.
The framework of morphosyntactic constructions,
grounded in the idea that certain linguistic pairings are
stored in long-term memory, provides a solid foun-
dation for understanding how the basic concepts are
represented and communicated. Though the President
voiced his ideas eight years apart, he still turned out
to advocate for the improvement of the society dam-
aged severely by the previous democratic administra-
tion. The vivid disparity lies in the fact that in the 2017
inaugural the perceptual component of the CALAM-
ITY and RENEWAL concepts is encoded by the pre-
vailing number of constructions underscoring the cat-
astrophic situation in the life of ordinary people and
the necessity to improve it respectively. In the second
address, the notional component of the CRISIS con-
cept dominates, reflecting via constructions the harsh
criticism of the previous government. On the contrary,
the evaluative level of the RENEWAL concept in 2025
speech outweighs the other two components because
the constructions indicate the promise to return to the
core values of American society with the new President
in office. Further research presupposes using the con-
structional approach to analyzing other public speeches
and establishing basic concepts in media texts.
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Tanasipa H. M. TPAMII 2017 VS TPAMII 2025: TIOPIBHSAHHSA JIBOX IHABI'YPAIIIMHUX
MMPOMOB

Cmamms npucesayena ananizy 060X iHa2ypayiuHux 36epHeHv npesudenma /lonanrvoa Tpamna, ski i
suconocug y 2017 ma 2025 pokax. Inaseypayis po3enioacmscsa K nepuia MOoiCausicms 0jisi HOB00OPAH020
Jidepa npezenmysamu cebe, SUCGIMIUMU CBIll NOPIOOK OeHHUL Ma 00 €OHAMU eneKmopam, He38aANCaloyu Ha
tioco ocodbucmutl eudip. Cnixep 36epmaemuvcs 00 6A308UX KOHYenmie kapmury ceimy ayoumopii. Konyenm
AK  KOSHIMUBHA penpe3seHmayis. Hauio2o MeHMAalIbH020 KOOy 6ep0anizyemovcsa MOpHOCUHMAKCULHUMU
KOHCMPYKYIAMU, MOOMO NOEOHAHHAM opmu, 3HadenHs ma pyHukyii. Memoro docniddcenms € 6CMano81eHHs
MOPGOCUHMAKCUYHUX KOHCMPYKYIU, WO KOOYIomb 0a306i KOHYenmu iHas2ypayilinux 3e6epHeHs JloHanboa
Tpamna. Hocniooicenns noxasano, wo icuyroms idenmuuni xonyenmu BIHOBJIEHHA ma €/[HICTH,
cunonimiuni HEIJACTA ma KPHU3A, a maxoxc 0ea pizni xonyenmu ITATPIOTU3M y 36epnenni 2017
poky ma YCIIIX y eucmyni 2025 poxy. Bepoanizayia cunonimiunux xonyenmie HEIIJACTA ma KPH3A
BIOPIZHAECMbCA NPEOCMABLIEHHAM IXHIX CMPYKMYPHUX KOMNOHEHMIB: Y Nepuliti NpomMoei nepesadcaroms
CIpYKmypu, wo penpeenmyroms npeomemno-oopasnuil pisenv xonyenmy HEIJACTA, nosnauaiouu
npobnemu amepuxancovkoi cim’i, mooi ax y npomosi 2025 poky Oinvuuicms KOHCMPYKYIU 8epoanizyrome
nousmmesuii Komnounenm xouyenmy KPH3A, niokpecnioiouu xamacmpoghiuny cumyayito 6 OisLibHOCHI
ypsoy. Konyenm BIJJHOBJIEHHA nooanuil six 0biysanka nodoramu 6ci mpyoHOUl nepeciviux amepuxanyis
6 inaseypayitinii npomosi 2017 poxy ma nogeprenHss 00 OCHOBHUX AMEPUKAHCLKUX YIHHOCMEl V 36epHEeHHI
2025 poxy. loenmuunuii konyenm €JHICTH penpezenmosanuii cXoncumu KOHCMPYKYIamMu 8 000X 36epHeHHIX,
wo sxaszyroms Ha cnienpaylo ma 32ypmosanicme Hapooy. Konyenm INATPIOTU3M e inaseypayitiniti npomogi
2017 poky eepbanizosanuii KOHCMPYKYIAMU HA NO3ZHAYEHHS JOSIbHOCHI 00 8Cb02o, wjo nog szano 3 CIIA.
Konyenm YCIIIX 6 sucmyni 2025 poky K0OYemMbCs KOHCMPYKYIAMU HA NOZHAYEHHST MONCTUBUX OOCACHEHb
Hayii.

Knwuosi cnosa: mopgocunmaxcuyna KOHCMPYKYid, KOHYenm, HNpomMoed, I[HaeeypayilHe 36epHeHHS,
Jonanvo Tpamn.
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